Condom use among sterilized and nonsterilized Hispanic women.
Women who use sterilization for contraception are at risk for various sexually transmitted diseases, unless they use a barrier method. Use of condoms is significantly lower among sterilized women than among hormonal-contraceptive users. Among Hispanics, women's perception of risk and the influence of male partners are strong correlates of dual-method use. Limited data are available concerning use of condoms among sterilized women, in particular among Hispanics. Past and future use of condoms was examined and compared among 224 sterilized women and 104 hormonal-contraceptive users of Hispanic origin, and the reasons for use or nonuse of condoms were examined. Cross-sectional survey. As compared with hormonal-contraceptive users, sterilized women were significantly less likely to have used condoms in the 3 months before the study or to have plans to use them in the future (P < 0.001). Despite similarities between various HIV-related characteristics of sterilized and nonsterilized women, the former group had significantly lower perceptions of being at risk for both HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. Sterilized women were also more likely to have used condoms for the purposes of dual protection from pregnancy. The strongest correlates of consistent condom use by both sterilized and nonsterilized Hispanic women were their perceived susceptibility to disease, male partners' positive opinion about condoms, and the women's ability to use condoms in long-term relationships. Furthermore, the practice of concealing the use of a contraceptive from a male partner was not uncommon, although this characteristic was not related to increased dual-method use. Sterilized women may be at a higher risk of disease than hormonal-contraceptive users. Among Hispanics, women's perception of risk and male partners' influences predict whether the women protect themselves from pregnancy and disease simultaneously.